Comments

Here’s what some participants had to say about
the training:

“This workshop emphasized a team
approach to education. Not only did it
show how parents/family can support
the school, but the opposite can
improve relations too.”

“From this training, | realized that even
at the high school level parent
involvement can be accomplished
without stepping on student toes.”

“It is the responsibility of ALL staff to
encourage partnerships at each level,
not just the individual level.”

“This workshop validated the fact that
the family is the #1 resource.”

“l liked being able to work with my
school team and develop a plan to
take back to the staff.”

The Family-School Partnerships training was
developed by the Kansas State Department of
Education with funds provided by the State
Improvement Grant from the United States
Department of Education. The principal
author, Chris Petr, Ph.D., of the University of
Kansas School of Social Welfare, worked
closely with an Advisory Committee who
provided much of the direction for the content
and format of this training. The current
Advisory Committee members are Tracey L.
Oltmanns and Lesli Girard, Families Together;
Dawn Miller, Ph.D., Northeast Kansas
Educational Service Center; Kerry Ottlinger
and Marita Burrow, Ph.D., Kansas State
Department of Education.

This training was pilot tested in July, 2001.
The Advisory Committee would like to
acknowledge and thank the following schools
for sending teams to the pilot training: Wichita
Middle Schools, Booth Early Childhood
Program, Stanley Elementary, Jefferson
Elementary, Linwood Elementary, Olathe High
School, and Lecompton Elementary.

“At our best level of existence, we are

parts of a family, and at our highest level

of achievement, we work to keep the
family alive”.
-Maya Angelou

“At a time when the family is imperiled by
extraordinary social, demographic, and
economic change and instability, every part
of American society must ask what it can do
to strengthen families...”

-National Commission on Children, 1991, p.x.i.
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In our schools
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What kind of training is this?

The purpose of this training is to teach
Kansas educators how to form better,
more effective working partnerships with
the families of the students they serve.

The target audience for this training is
comprised of teams from school buildings
made up of 8-12 administrators, teachers
and parents. That's right, school
personnel and parents training together!

Schools will be asked to have
representation from both regular and
special education, Title | Programs, QPA
committee, SIT team, Site Council, school
administrator, district level administrator,
school board member, and parents.

Family-school partnerships involve school personnel, children, parents, and family members
working together to ensure the success of children.

Overall Educational Objectives

The training consists of four, 3-hour units
delivered in a two-day format. Throughout the
training participants will....

Reflect on personal attitudes, behaviors
and experiences regarding partnering with
parents.

e Recognize the importance of family-
school partnerships, the different types
and levels of partnerships, and strategies
for overcoming barriers to forming effective
partnerships.

e Assess the strengths and weaknesses of
current family-school partnerships at their
school.

e Develop ideas for incorporating family-
school partnerships into achieving goals of
School Improvement Plans at the building
level.

e Brainstorm ideas for family-school
partnerships at the classroom level.

e learn specific interaction skills for
partnerships with families at the individual
child level.

e Formulate an Action Plan for building more
effective family-school partnerships at all

Levels of family-school partnerships

Individual child By working together through
parent-teacher conferences and other
communication strategies, the partners share
perspectives and work toward common goals to
ensure the success of the individual child.

Classroom level Partnerships at the classroom
level focus on the entire group of children
served. Examples include parents volunteering
as aides or instructors for special topics or units,
as well as parents consulting with the teacher
(through a parent advisory committee or other
means) on classroom activities and behavior
management.

Building level Parents can partner with school
personnel through site councils, planning and
attending parenting workshops and consultation
on school wide disciplinary policies.

District level Parents partner by becoming
elected to the school board and/or participating
in the school board’s various committees.



